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Cochlear Implant Candidacy 
Evaluation Referral Form             
 
If your client meets ANY of the screening criteria below, in either ear, consider referring for a cochlear 
implant candidacy assessment to determine their candidacy. 
 

 

Audibility: 
Audiogram Guidelines  

Speech 
Understanding  

Daily interactions: Client 
experiences ANY of the 
following 

 
 60dB PTA (0.5, 1, 2 kHz)1 
 

 

 
Aided speech perception: 
 Word scores recorded in quiet 

<60%1 
 Sentences recorded in quiet 

<80% 

 
 Have difficulty following 

conversations without lip 
reading 

 Hear pretty well in quiet 
environments, but struggle in 
noisy environments or when in a 
group 

 Cannot follow most telephone 
conversations, especially if the 
person calling is unknown 

 Feel isolated and limited, both 
socially and occupationally, 
because of hearing loss 

 

1 Zwolan TA, Schvartz-Leyzac KC, Pleasant T. Development of a 60/60 Guideline for Referring Adults for a Traditional Cochlear Implant Candidacy Evaluation. 
Otol Neurotol. 2020 Aug;41(7):895-900. doi: 10.1097/MAO.0000000000002664. PMID: 32658396. 


