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Using a Team Approach to Determine Pediatric Cochlear Implant Candidacy

The criteria to determine cochlear implant candidacy has greatly expanded over the past several years to include very 
young children and children with more residual hearing. Specifically, adults and children 12 months of age and older with 
severe to profound sensorineural hearing loss may be candidates for a cochlear implant. 

Some of the main criteria are:

Adults 18 years and older
   • Post lingual onset of severe to profound bilateral sensorineural hearing loss.
   • Scoring less than 50% on open-set sentence recognition tests with hearing aids.

Children 12 months to 17 years
   • Profound bilateral sensorineural hearing loss.
   • Little or no benefit from hearing aids.

Who is on the evaluation team?
Pediatric candidacy is determined using a team approach.  The child’s parents, cochlear implant surgeon, pediatrician, 
audiologist, speech-language pathologist, psychologist, social worker, and education professional may contribute 
information used to determine candidacy. * 

Continued on page 2.
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*Cochlear implant centers may incorporate some or all 
of the professionals listed above in the evaluation process. 
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Feature Story continued
How does each professional on the team contribute to the evaluation process?
Medical Evaluation: The cochlear implant surgeon and child’s pediatrician will explore the cause of the child’s
hearing loss, assess the status of the middle ear system, and check the inner ear with a CT scan and/or an MRI.  The
cochlear implant surgeon will counsel the family on the surgical procedure and post-operative care. Most surgeries
require only a small incision and are done on an outpatient basis. 

Audiological Evaluation: The audiologist will evaluate degree of hearing loss and benefit from amplification.
Diagnostic tests such as an Auditory Brainstem Response (ABR) test or otoacoustic emissions (OAE’s) may be
completed depending on the child’s age and cognitive ability.  The audiologist will also assess the child’s hearing aids to
determine if they are providing the necessary benefit for speech and language development.  The degree of hearing-aid
benefit is determined by several factors: 

• An aided soundfield audiogram is completed to determine the softest sounds the child can detect with hearing aids. 
• Speech perception testing is done to determine how well the child can understand words and sentences 
 with hearing aids. 
• The IT-MAIS, or MAIS, which are parent questionnaires used to assess the child’s awareness of auditory input 
 and ability to attach meaning to sounds, may be completed. 
• Feedback on the child’s progress is collected from the child’s parents, speech-language pathologist, and/or 
 other rehabilitation specialists.

Finally, the audiologist will counsel the family on realistic expectations and the follow-up required following 
cochlear implantation.

Click here to download a copy of the IT-MAIS.

Speech and Language Evaluation: The speech-language pathologist (SLP) will assess expressive and receptive
vocabulary, language, as well as articulation, intelligibility, and reading skills.  The SLP or aural rehabilitation therapist will
also assess the child’s ability to hear and understand auditory input.

Psychological Evaluation: A psychologist will assess verbal and non-verbal IQ.  The psychologist may also counsel
the family on the impact of hearing loss, as well as explore any other underlying issues.

Social Work Evaluation: A social worker will assess the family’s ability to attend appointments and follow
through with recommendations.  The social worker may assist with transportation issues, funding issues, as well as
other family issues.

Educational Evaluation: The education professional will provide information on communication mode,
support services available through school, speech, language, and auditory development, as well as if any professional
training will be necessary to support the child in the classroom setting. 

Why is using a team approach important?
Comprehensive candidacy evaluations are important now that such a wide range of children are being considered for
cochlear implantation.  Today, individuals who can communicate well with hearing aids in one-on-one listening situations,
detect high frequency sounds with amplification, and have physical or cognitive delays may all be considered for a 
cochlear implant.  A team of professionals from a variety of disciplines provides a comprehensive picture of a candidate’s 
hearing-health background, family support system, cognitive abilities, current speech and language skills, and school setting. 
The team also establishes the foundation for success. 
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SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills:
A two-day workshop. Day 1 covers cochlear implant candidacy, setting expectations, and hands on troubleshooting 
experience. Day 2 focuses on aural rehabilitation techniques and activities.

Rehabilitation for Children and Adults With Cochlear Implants:
A two-day workshop. Day 1 focuses on auditory skill development in children. Day 2 covers adult aural rehabilitation
topics and suggestions for home activities to improve listening.

Date   Workshop        Location
April 20–21st  SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills   Minneapolis, MN
Sept 28–29th  SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills   Boston, MA
Oct 5–6th  SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills   Toronto CAN
Oct 12–13th  Rehabilitation for Children and Adults With Cochlear Implants  San Francisco, CA
Oct 19–20th  SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills   Atlanta, GA
Nov 9–10th  SuperSize Your Cochlear Implant Knowledge and Skills   Cincinnati, OH

Click here to register or learn more about our upcoming workshops.

Upcoming Web Courses
Did you know that Advanced Bionics offers several live Web courses every month?  A library of recorded courses on
topics such as aural rehabilitation, troubleshooting, and assistive devices are also available.  All Web courses are FREE and
offer Continuing Education Units (CEUs). Check out some of our recent courses especially applicable for parents and
school professionals:

Cochlear Implant Pre-hab: Establishing Listening and Language Skills Prior to Cochlear Implantation;
Author Mary Koch

Getting Ready to Work With Infants and Toddlers With Cochlear Implants;  Author Amy McConkey Robbins

Tips for Successful Communication Between Parents and School Professionals;  Author Carissa Moeggenberg

Click here to register or learn more about our upcoming Web courses.

Education and Training Events
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Bringing Sounds to Life
A four-part video series.
Topics covered include the
building blocks of spoken language, 
understanding hearing and hearing 
loss, cochlear implants, and principles 
and practices of cochlear implant 
aural rehabilitation.

Cost: Manual: $49.95 • DVD: $149.99

Hearing Your Life
Computer-based interactive program 
for school-age children. Exercises 
focus on pitch discrimination, 
environmental sounds, speaker 
identification, vowels, consonants, 
common words, common sentences, 
and music.

Cost: $189.99

NEW PRODUCT—Auria® iConnect™ Adapter 
The iConnect™ Adapter provides cable-free access to the Phonak MicroLink MLxS, the most
commonly used advanced miniaturized FM receiver in schools.  With a separate power source,
the device is designed to provide reliable FM reception without compromising regular power
consumption. Please call customer service at (800) 678-2575 to order the iConnect.

Part Number: CI-5751
Price: $130.00

Technology Corner
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Resource Corner
New and Updated Aural Rehabilitation Tools Now Available From Advanced Bionics!!

WASP: Word Association Syllable Perception 
Workbook and materials that provide 
the therapist with a program to 
develop the phonemic building blocks 
of spoken language.

Cost: $129.99

Making the Connection
Workbook and audio CDs designed 
to help adolescents and adults 
improve their listening skills.

Cost: $35.00

Call Customer Service at (800) 675-2575 to order.
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